
 
 
For Immediate Release:                                Contact: Keith Dailey 
Thursday, August 21, 2008                               614 644-0957/614 506-4949 
                                                                        Keith.Dailey@governor.ohio.gov 
 

 Governor, Lt. Governor Statement on  
  Paid Sick-Day Ballot Initiative 
  
Columbus, Ohio – Governor Ted Strickland and Lt. Governor Lee Fisher today issued the 
following statement regarding their opposition to Issue 4, the proposed paid sick-day initiative, 
on the ballot this November: 
 
“While important members of the business community and SEIU participated in good faith 
discussions, it was, unfortunately, not possible to achieve a compromise acceptable to a 
sufficient portion of the business community and the proponents to cause its removal from the 
ballot. We regret that a reasonable compromise was not possible. This reality means that there 
will be a hard fought campaign centering on this initiative in the coming months. During that 
campaign, we call upon both sides to avoid portraying Ohio as unfriendly to business and 
economic development.  
 
“We also recognize it is important to make clear our thoughts on important public policy issues 
and today are announcing that we cannot support the paid sick-day ballot initiative.  While we 
would hope that all Ohio businesses would make paid sick days available to their employees 
whenever possible, we believe that this initiative is unworkable, unwieldy and would be 
detrimental to Ohio's economy, and we will be opposing it and asking Ohioans to oppose it as a 
result.” 
  


